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Olympic Women’s Keelboat – Match Race 
Women’s Keelboat event be raced in the form of a Match Race regatta 

 
A submission from the Federacao Brasileira de Vela e Motor  

Proposal: 
The keelboat women event be raced in the form of a match race regatta, subject to the 
following considerations: 
  
1. That the races be held on a course close to shore (possibly the same as the one 

chosen for the medal race). 

2. That it be a tournament organized in much the same way as a tennis match, with 
separate groups running in parallel. 

3. That a team only moves ahead as long as it is wins. 

4. ISAF would be responsible for determining which world events would be selective for 
the Olympic slots. 

5. As a Match race format greatly reduces the number of boats needed for running such 
a series, it would be up to the organizer to supply the boats needed. 

  

Current Position: 
The Keelboat Women event is a fleet race competition. 
  

Reason: 

1. A Match race can be run very close to the public. Besides that, the sequence of 
maneuvers taken by the competitors will greatly enhance an atmosphere of emotion 
and suspense, which will generate a better reason for watching such regattas.  

2.  It will be possible to determine with much greater accuracy the times for each of the 
heats, thus it being a lot easier for the media to report events between specific 
countries As these races will be short and eliminating in its nature, it will supply an 
extra motivation for the media to report on each country results.  

3.  It would be possible to set up small cameras aboard the various boats, generating 
footage of the constant and fast maneuvering present in those races, lending a 
"radical" nature to the sport.  

4. As the boats would be supplied by the organizers, it would be easier for many 
countries to participate, because of the significant savings as compared with the 
Olympic Games, for instance. Additionally, identical boats would help the competition 
by put an extra emphasis on the ability of each team.  
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5.  The participation of female teams in Match race events is already a widespread 
practice and elicits a great support from the midia, attracting many more potential 
sponsors. It is also to be considered the large number of female teams that already 
take part on such types of events all over the world.  

6.  As the event would have a greatly different and thrilling nature, it would attracts a 
much younger public, stimulating a large number of future sailors to be. It would 
specially help to increase female participation in the sailing activity as a whole. 

  
  


